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Kanimozhi says women largely portrdvcd as pin-up girls or in traditional social roles

Speon! Correspondent

CHENMAL Large sections of the
media continue to reinforce tra-
ditional perceptions of women
instead of seeking to empower
them, Kanimozhi, MP, said on
Monday.

“The media largely portrays
women as pin-up girls or in tra-
ditional social roles.” she said,
addressing journalists, students
and women’s rights activists at a
seminar on women empower-
ment and the media. “The media,
and society as a whole, is con-
fused with the new woman who
has broken free of traditional
barriers. Whether they are poli-
ticians or journalists, we still
don't know how to place them.”

Ms. Kanimozhi attacked the
media for focussing more on
u.htaedchm} wore, or didn't
wear, instead of highlighting so-
cial problems. “The media made
2 big controversy about the
length of [actor] Shriya's skirt_
1t is her personal issue. The hy-
pocrisy here is why didn’t they
raise the question when this hap-
pens in a film? In a filg, the less
she wears, the happier they are.”
She said the current trends in
advertising represented “a mis-

sed chance™ to change how the
next generation perceived wom-
en by constantly emphasising
physical beauty, objectifying
women and portraying them in
traditional social roles. “In an ad
for faimess cream or talcum
powder, even an educated wom-
an can find her salvation only
after she becomes fair, and not in
her intelligence,” she said. “The
media reinforces these notions
because they believe it sells and
that is what people want to

She said while the media had
an “extra responsibility” to
change the way people looked at
women, newspapers and televi-
sion serials were still reinforcing
traditional perceptions. “In any
TV serial, every five minutes a
woman is slapped or given a ser-
mon about how she should be-
have,” she said. “There are more
nothing has changed.”
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the seminar at the MS. Swam-

“widely accepled gender code”
for the media to address the neg-
ative portrayal of women.
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RAISING A POINT: M. S. Swominathan, chairman, MSSRF, with Neera Misra,
chairperson, Draupadi Trust, and Kanimozhi, MP, at a seminar
in Chennai on Monday.- PHOTO: K.V, SRINIVASAN





